
  

 

Page 1 of 13 
© DNAGedcom and DNAAdoption 2016 

Original Draft Nov 16, 2014 / Updated September 2016 
 

GWorks           

 

Using GWorks to Identify Birth Family  

Processes outlined in this document are:  

Å Looking for Historically Occurring Surnames  

Å Looking for Matches in Ancestry Results and Gedcoms  

Å Looking for Historically Occurring Surnames  

Å Thorough Search of Ancestor Matches  

Å Information to Merge Trees  

  

Process- Looking for Historically Occurring Surnames  

I am looking in the tree I am working with. I am trying to expand the tree of someone who is a second cousin once 

removed, which is a fairly close match and I need help in deciding which branch of the family is involved. For purposes of 

naming the person in this document I am using the word adoptee, but it can pertain to anyone who is looking for 

heritage.  

I start in the area of the tree where I think there might be a tie in to the adoptees. For a second cousin, I will start with 

the second great grandparents. If they are second cousins and the prediction is accurate, they would share great 

grandparents, so it is a good idea if you go back one extra generation. In addition, the once removed designation 

indicates a sibling of the direct line so that gives you a chance to check the sibling lines as well.  

As you expand the tree, every time you add a marriage to the lines, you need to check the surname. In most cases 

(greater than 90% is my estimate), the surname will appear in the list of surnames on GWorks if you have loaded both of 

the extracts from the Ancestry DNA Helper on chrome as well as all of the gedcoms you have gotten hold of.  

It is important to expand the gedcoms first, particularly those of the closer relatives. Expand them according to hints on 

ancestry and information from familysearch.com as a start. If there are incorrect surnames that you have added this 

way, you will probably pick them up as you work from this point on.  

You are particularly looking for surnames that occur multiple times and especially those in the time frame just before the 

era you are working on. If you do not find the surname in the list, make a note of it. Go back one more generation and 

check to see if the surname of the entry chronologically previous to it in the list is found in matches. If not, you are 

probably in the wrong branch. Exceptions to this might be with ethic populations where the incidence of testing is very 

low, such as Italian Americans or some Eastern Europeans.  

To do this, go to http://dnagedcom.com. Use the GWorks tab and search on the surname. You will get a list of all the 

people with that surname who are in your database.  

http://dnagedcom.com/
http://dnagedcom.com/
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List of Swingles and their associated information.  

  

  

Process – Looking for Matches in Ancestry Results and Gedcoms  

The process is to find matches for individuals with the same surname in your database. There are several ways to do this. 

If you run the Match Process under Managing Gedcom Files, you will get a list of all the matches that it finds looking for 

entries with the same birth year and death year from your database.  

This match.csv list requires considerable cleanup.   
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This process identifies three states ς Exact (the name, dates and places match ς if there is a place), Exact No Death 

(missing a death date) and Name Only. Personally, I find the Name Only matches not useful.  

This is the clean-up process I use:  

Save the csv file to an Excel file and rename the file including the date: i.e. match.csv becomes match 10-25.xls or xlsx  

Sort by the Match Type Column and then Delete all Name Match Only records.  

Warning: be very careful to delete the whole row otherwise the columns will be out of sync Sort 

by File1 and then a second level sort on File2  

  

This helps you identify where there might be duplicate entries due to different forms of the name or other reasons.  
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If you see a high number of matches between two files be suspicious of duplications ς particularly between an ancestry 

file and a gedcom file as in this case  

1_kfstewart103_W. D. F. J._ANC  Mr. William Dewey Frost Jr.  

  

The ANC indicates an ancestry file. There are several hundred duplicate entries in comparing these two files. My 

conclusion is that William Dewey Frost Junior and W. D. F. J. are the same person so I will deleted all those matches.  

Delete these sections.  

The program identifies matches by looking in File1 and matching with File2. Then it looks in File2 and matches with File1. 

So the number of matches you got are twice the real number of matches.  

In the above case there are a set of entries for Michael Warren McCormick as File I and Mr. Michael Warren McCormick 

as File 2. There will also be a set for Mr.Michael Warren McCormick as File I and Michael Warren McCormick as File 2. 

You will need to delete both sets if you have this situation.  

You will find these duplicate entries for each entry with File 1 and File reciprocal.  

To identify these I sort on three levels.  
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Now replace Exact No Death entry with Exact ς you do not need this information  

I selected all the columns A ς F , File1 through Birthdate1  

Then on the data tab I chose Remove Duplicates  

When I ran the program I got this  

  

The first thing to do is to check the results and see if the results look right because you can still undo the operation.  

At this point, I feel that very old matches are of no use to me, so I picked the date 1650 as a cut off. Because the dates 

appear in many different formats in the records, this is a little tricky.  

Sort on the birth date1 column.  

Dates like this are 19XX dates ς 5-Feb-01 is 5-Feb 1901  

Dates like this are more obvious  
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In this case delete all dates before your cutoff date, in this case 1650.  

  

Then you might come to a section of dates like this  

  
I know of no way to do these except by picking them out and deleting them as you find the early ones  

  

Then I get a section like this  

  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΦ  

  

And then a group like this  
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Delete the early dates  

  

This reduced my file from thousands of entries to just over a hundred.  

Second method  

Using the Compare Function on the GWorks menu. You cannot get a file from these results and I find the screen format 

difficult to work with for an overall set of results, however, if you are looking for specific surnames it works well.  

  

The results of this Comparison are like this:  
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You can either click on the > in the green area to expand certain surname categories or you can click Expand All and see 

all the matches. In the case above there are 1715 pages of matches. Scanning them visual is prohibitive  

  

  

However, say you have a number of people with the surname Swingle and you want to check if there are any exact 

matches.  

Enter Swingle and the Filter Equal To in the Surname Search Field  
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Then you will get a list of where Swingles match.  

Third method  

This is what I usually use.  

I will continue to use Swingle as an example.  

  

Use Search Gedcom Files  

Search on surname Swingle, using Filter EqualTo  
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You will get a list of all Swingles.  

At the bottom of the page change the number of records displayed on the screen to ALL.  

  

Then click on the Given Name Header  
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This will make it easier to scan the screen for matches  

If you wish to make it into a spreadsheet, click on the CSV icon in the upper left.  

¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ 9Ȅcel file so your changes will be saved.  

  

   

Met  
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Process – Thorough Search of Ancestor Matches  

This is more thorough than the matches that may not catch parent-child or sibling matches or where the dates are not 

exactly the same or common when using census results.  

Run a surname file from the GWorks tab under Managing Gedcoms. You must first compare them and then create the 

surname file.  

Sort on the surname column.  

The entries with special characters will come to the top. Highlight the surname column in the spreadsheet and use the 

Home Ribbon and the Replace function to replace each special character, one at a time. When you have an asterisk or a 

question mark you must enter it as ~* or ~?. Replace them with nothing in the replace with blank. After you have 

replaced all the special characters that you see, sort the column again and continue to replace. I usually do this three 

times. You may also have to replace a double space with nothing as well. The final sort should have all the surnames in 

alphabetical order. The other column is the file where the surname is found. Those with ANC at the end are ancestry 

files. Now, once again highlight the surname column and in the Home Ribbon use Conditional Formatting. Choose the 

top choice of Highlight cells. On the right you will then see options. Choose duplicate values. You can go with the 

defaults. Now the duplicate surnames will be shaded pink with red print. If you are using another spreadsheet product 

or an older version of Excel, search for a solution.  

Here is a sample file.  

  

If you have a few top matches and you are trying to figure out how they fit together, you can also just cut and paste the 

pertinent trees into this file. In this particular one, that is what I did. First sort on tree name, and pick out the sections 

that cover the trees you are interested in and paste these sections into a new spreadsheet. Sort on surname again after 

you are finished,  

Now I will pick the more unusual names to start with and go to GWorks and run a search on that surname.  
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After I get the list on the screen, I sort on given name by clicking on the given name heading. Now I can see where there 

might be duplicates.  

I can also see what geographic area people are from . If two people with the last name Shoefelt, are from Old Forge, PA 

(a small town), I will work with both of those trees to see if I can find the relationship.  

In the example above I do not have any Ancestry files. If I did, they would end with ANC.  Download this file by clicking 

on the CSV icon at top left and wait a few minutes and a file output will appear. You can then look up each of the ANC 

files in your DNA matches and then individuals in the tree and fill in the places to see if you get more matches.  

To look them up go to your DNA Matches Screen and in the top blank, search on the file name. Open that match and 

look under the surname for the places cited.  

Process – Information to Merge Trees  

If you would like to put together trees of DNA cousins, GWorks can help you. In the tree, I am working on the Family 

Winans frequently appears. So I search on the Winans surname, then sort on the given name. I prefer to write this to a 

file at this point, to compare the Winans in this file with those in my tree. Where I find the same person in both lists, 

then I go to a genealogy product like Family Tree Maker and merge the two files at the point of the matching name.  

If you want just a branch of the tree to merge, go to creating a tree for the ancestors of the person you want at the 

bottom of the tree in your genealogy software. Then go to File and Export Individuals in the Tree to a separate file ς 

either A gedcom file or a file for that software and then merge that new branch with your base tree.  

Or you can use your Match File and create your merged tree around the Matching individuals.  

Abanor  Mr. Christopher Robert Kintner  Exact  Abigail  Winans  

Sac-winan  Mr. Christopher Robert Kintner  Exact  Abigail  Winans  

Sac-winan  Abanor  Exact  Abigail  Winans  

  

These Abigail Winans were all born in the same time and same place.  

{ƻ L Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŜǊƎŜ YƛƴǘƴŜǊΩǎΣ ǎŀŎ-winans and Abanors trees into the master tree. In addition to 

the common ancestors, it is useful to know which off spring each of these lines descended from. If there are 4 offspring 

and Abanor descends from Joseph and Kintner descends from Martha and sac-winans descends from Abraham, then it is 

reasonable to assume that another match that has this MRCA, will descend from offspring #4.  
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